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Registering of box version and 2" activation request:

Extra install on a second computer

For the second 'activation code’, say for use on a second computer, please create an account on
theiwww.robpapen.com website and there you can obtain a 2nd activation code.

To request the second activation you will need to ad your Predator product inside the section
'Software registration'.

Use the Predator 'activation code’ which you can find at the cardboard sleeve in your packaging
(box version) or inside the Sharelt registration e-mail to add Predator inside your product list.


http://www.musicbypedro.com
http://www.djeightysix.com
http://www.giana-brotherz.com
http://www.dafont.com
http://www.robpapen.com

Welcome

ETE R TOD L0 e—— I m—

WY Soae, m‘:‘ |
— s

e
B

CESEEZN BTN S W T
[r =i ERrey =

Thank you for purchasing the Rob Papen Predator.

Predator is a killer synthesizer that combines inspiring presets and first-class features to make this
your 'go-to’ synth for contemporary music production.

The user interface has been designed so that almost all controls are visible on screen, making it fun

and incredibly easy-to-use. And if you're unsure about a particular synth function, simply right click
your mouse to access the help screen.

Predator is packed with powerful features such as Preset Morphing, Intelligent Preset Variation,
MIDI and Synth Controllable FX, Unison Detune, Chord Memory and an extremely versatile
Arpeggiator.

Included preset banks: HipHop (NY, Club, DirtySouth and Gfunk) banks.
Jump, hardcore, breakbeat, dubsteb, various trance styles, DnB banks and much more...

Last but not least ...Predator also includes PredatorFX, allowing you to use the incredible filters,
modulations, effects and vocoder as an FX plug-in within your music host.

Predator really is a swiss-army knife for making cutting-edge contemporary music tracks.

Rob Papen and the RPCX team, January 2007



Table of contents

WELCOME ... 3
INSTALLATION ON PC (VST) ccoeeeeverivnee. 5
INSTALLATION ON PC (RTAS).......cccvvveeee. 6
INST.ALLATION ON MAC (VST, AU AND
RTAS) e 7
PREDATOR FEATURES..........covvvveeev, 9
INTRODUCTION INTO PREDATOR......... 11
AUDIO SIGNAL FLOW ...cvviviiiiieciiieeeineeen, 11
GUI DESIGN / USER INTERFACE................. 11
USER GUIDE SETTINGS ...cvvviiviiiiinceeieiinnns 11
PREDATOR CONTROLS.......ccceeeeveveee 12
[PRESET J.ioioiiieiiiee et 14
[PRESET / BANK MANAGER ..o 17
[ PREDATOR OSCILLATOR J.oovveeeiiinnns 19
[ PITCH MODULATION J..coiiiiiiieeee e 22
PITCH MODULATION LFO .....oeciiiiieenn, 22
PITCHBEND ... civiiiecieeeeeei e 22
[FILTER Jerieiiiioeiiieeeee e 23
MAIN FILTER ... 23
MODULATION AMOUNTS OF CUTOFF
FREQUENCY ..utiiiniiiieiiinceieeiiee st eseneaannas 25
FILTER ENVELOPE........iiiviiiiiiciii s 26
FILTERLFO ... 27
[AMP ] i 29
VOLUME ENVELOPE ....cvviivvieieeeeeeeeeneenn 29
[ FREE MODULATION ]..cooociiireeeeeeiens 31
ENVELOPE LAND 2 wevvviieeeiieeieeeeeeis 31
LFOLAND 2 oo 33
[ ARPEGGIATOR Jeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 36

PATTERN/SEQUENCER SECTION............... 38

[ PLAY MODE J.uvoovoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeene 39

[ ADVANCED PANEL J.ccooivereeeiiiiiiien, 41
AUDIO INPUT (PREDATORFX ONLY) ......... 42
INFO FIELDS....uiiiiieieciieeeeeee e 42

[ BACK PANEL Joiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiee e, 43

[ FX e 44
MONO DELAY .eeiitiiiiiieeiieeees v, 45
STEREO DELAY ..ivviiiiiiiiiiieceeieiis 45
(070 Y [ N 45
REVERB ... it 45
CHORUS . ...eeiieiite e 46
CHORUS/DELAY ..eevveeeiiveeeeeeiereeevieneeens 46
FLANGER ...iviiiii e 46
PHASER ..coviiiic e, 46
WAH/DELAY ..ot 47
DISTORT (DISTORTION) ...vvveeeeaeeiaiiiieeenn. 47
LOW-FI e, 47
AMP SIM i 47
WAVESHAPER ....couiviiiiiieiieeeineeiee e 47
STEREO WIDENER ....uviiivieeeeiiieeeeeeeeeens 48
AUTOPAN.....oui i 48
(C7 - 0] = 48
AV/0Tolo] 5] =1 = S 48
[ [ = = 50
EQUALIZER.....cvviiiieeeeieeiee e 50
COMPRESSOR ....uiiviiiiiciiiceen s eie e 50
ENSEMBLE ...coviiiiiiiicieeeee e 51
LOF:1 =] V] =y 51
MULTIDISTORT ievviieiiiieeeiceeeei e 51
AUTOWAH. ...ttt 51
FX MODULATION MATRIX...cvuiiivneiineennnenn. 52

MIDI IMPLEMENTATION CHART ............ 53

APPENDIX A: WAVE TYPES ........cecevvn. 54

APPENDIX B: LFOSYNC SETTINGS....... 54

APPENDIX C: DELAY SYNC SETTINGS. 54

APPENDIX D: MODULATION SOURCES
AND DESTINATIONS .....coovviiiiiiiiiiieeee 55



Installation on PC (VST)

Software box version:

Predator comes with an installer "Predator_1 5 Installer.exe", which can be found on the installation CD-
ROM. Double-click on this program starts the installation process. The Installer will guide you through the
installation process.

Please note: In order to authorize Predator you will need to be connected to the internet.

The installer will then request you to enter your personal ‘activation code' which can be found on the
cardboard sleeve which contains the CD-ROM. Read now ‘Next steps' below.

Software online version:
If you have purchased the online version of Predator, the installer program can be found on the

To get access to the download page, first create an account at the
To create an account look for the login box which can be found at the left side of the homepage.

WWW.robpapen.com

Next step is adding your Predator product inside the section 'Software registration'.

Use the Predator 'activation code' which you can find in the Sharelt registration e-mail to add Predator into
your product list. Once added, the product will show up in your product list and also the link to the download
page will show up. Click at the download page link and it will open. The installer "Predator_Setup.exe", can
be found inside and please download it.

Next steps;
When the installer runs, first select the language for the 'Quick manual' and then choose the directory to

install. Make sure you choose the right directory, so your host software is able to find the Predator VSTi.
Refer to your host software's manual if you are unsure about where the host software plug-in directory is
located.

The instrument files 'Predator.DLL' and 'PredatorFX.dII' together with their preset banks can be found in the
'Rob Papen' directory. The next time you start your host software Predator will be listed in the VST
Instrument list and PredatorFX in your FX list.

During the installation process, Syncrosoft License Control Center will be installed and then run. When the
Syncrosoft License Control Center runs, it will open the License Download Wizard page.

In the ‘Enter Activation Code’ box please enter your Predator ‘activation code' into the 'Enter Activation Code'
printed on the cardboard sleeve containing the CD-ROM or the 'activation code' inside your Sharelt
registration e-mail. After activation it should show 'Rob Papen Predator' in the License download screen.
Whilst on the ‘License Download' Page, click on Start and the license for Predator will be downloaded. You
will need to be connected to the internet to download a license. After this Predator should be licensed and
usable in your host.

Options:

1. Syncrosoft dongle
If you own a Syncrosoft dongle you can transfer the Predator license onto it by using the 'License Transfer'
wizard in Syncrosoft License Control Center software.

2. Registration, updates and additional installation on a second computer

For registration, updates or a second activation code to install for example on a second computer, please
create an account on thewww.robpapen.com website and there you can obtain a 2nd activation code.
To request the second activation you will need to add your Predator product inside the section 'Software
registration'. Use the Predator 'activation code' which you can find on the cardboard sleeve containing
the CD-ROM or the 'activation code' inside your Sharelt registration e-mail.

If you have any questions regarding the installation of Predator please look at FAQ or contact our support


http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com

Installation on PC (RTAS)

Software box version:

Predator comes with an installer "Predator_RTAS_1_5_Installer.exe", which can be found on the
installation CD-ROM. Double-click on this program starts the installation process. The Installer will guide you
through the installation process.

Please note: In order to authorize Predator you will need to be connected to the internet.

The installer will then request you to enter your personal ‘activation code' which can be found on the
cardboard sleeve which contains the CD-ROM. Read now 'Next steps' below.

Software online version:
If you have purchased the online version of Predator, the installer program can be found on the

To create an account look for the login box which can be found at the left side of the homepage.

Next step is adding your Predator product inside the section 'Software registration'.

Use the Predator 'activation code' which you can find in the Sharelt registration e-mail to add Predator into
your product list. Once added, the product will show up in your product list and also the link to the download
page will show up. Click at the download page link and it will open. The installer
"Predator_ RTAS_ 1 5 Setup.exe", can be found inside and please download it.

Next steps :
When the installer runs, first select the language for the 'Quick manual'.

Next choose the directory C:\Program Files\Common Files\Digidesign\DAE\Plug-Ins, so your host software is
able to find the Predator instrument.

The instrument files 'Predator.dpm' and 'PredatorFX.dpm' together with their preset banks can be found in
the 'Rob Papen' directory. The next time you start your host software Predator will be listed in the RTAS
Instrument list and PredatorFX in your RTAS FX list.

During the installation process, Syncrosoft License Control Center will be installed and then run. When the
Syncrosoft License Control Center runs, it will open the License Download Wizard page.

In the ‘Enter Activation Code’ box please enter your Predator 'activation code' into the 'Enter Activation Code'
printed on the cardboard sleeve containing the CD-ROM or the 'activation code' inside your Sharelt
registration e-mail. After activation it should show 'Rob Papen Predator' in the License download screen.

Whilst on the ‘License Download' Page, click on Start and the license for Predator will be downloaded. You
will need to be connected to the internet to download a license. After this Predator should be licensed and
usable in your host.

Options:

1. Syncrosoft dongle

If you own a Syncrosoft dongle you can transfer the Predator license onto it by using the “License Transfer”
wizard in Syncrosoft's License Control Center software.

Syncrosoft dongles can be also purchased at www.robpapen.com

2. Registration, updates and additional installation on a second computer
For registration, updates or a second activation code to install for example on a second computer, please

To request the second activation you will need to add your Predator product inside the section 'Software
registration'. Use the Predator 'activation code' which you can find on the cardboard sleeve containing
the CD-ROM or the 'activation code' inside your Sharelt registration e-mail

If you have any questions regarding the installation of Predator please look at the FAQs or contact our


http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com

Installation on Mac (VST, AU and RTAS)

Software box version:

Predator comes as a disc image "Predator_1_5_Installer.dmg", which can be found on the installation CD-
ROM. Double-click this file to decompress and mount this image. Double click the installer program to begin
the installation process. You will then be guided though the installation process.

Please note: In order to authorize Predator you will need to be connected to the internet.

The installer will ask you for you to enter your personal ‘activation code' which can be found on the
cardboard sleeve containing the CD-ROM. Read now 'Next steps' below.

Software online version:
If you have purchased the online version of Predator, the installer program can be found on the

To create an account look for the login box which can be found at the left side of the homepage.

Next step is adding your Predator product inside the section 'Software registration'.

Use the Predator 'activation code' which you can find in the Sharelt registration e-mail to add Predator into
your product list.

Once added, the product will show up in your product list, and also the link to the download page will show
up. Click at the download page link and it will open. The installer 'Predator_1 5 Installer.dmg’, can be
found and please download it.

Next steps:
During the software installation process, Syncrosoft License Control Center will be installed and will appear

on your screen or it will be shown in the dock.

When the Syncrosoft License Control Center runs, click on the Wizards menu and select the "Wizards
License Download' menu item. In the 'Enter Activation Code' please enter Predator's ‘activation code' printed
on the cardboard sleeve containing the CD-ROM or the 'activation code' inside your Sharelt registration e-
mail. After activation it should show 'Rob Papen Predator' in the download License screen.

Whilst in the 'License Download' page, click on Start and the license for Predator will be downloaded. You
will need to be connected to the internet to download a license.

Then 'Quit' the Syncrosoft License Control Center after you have finished downloading the license and the
installer will then finish the installation process. After this Predator should be licensed and usable in your
host. So next time you start your host software, Predator and PredatorFX will be listed in the VST / AU /
RTAS instrument list.

Notes:

1. If you run the installer and do have the 'Rob Papen Predator' already on a 'Syncrosoft dongle'.
Run the installer and the Syncrosoft License Control Center will be installed. Select the Syncrosoft License
Control Center from the dock if it does not appear on the screen Then click on 'refresh' and the license will
appear. Then 'quit' the Syncrosoft License Control Center. The installer will then finish the installation
process. After this Predator should be licensed and usable in your host as long as the 'Syncrosoft dongle' is
connected. So next time you start your host software, Predator and PredatorFX will be listed in the VST / AU
/ RTAS instrument list

2. Running an installer to update Predator.

If you have already installed Predator, run the installer and the Syncrosoft License Control Center will be
installed. Select the Syncrosoft License Control Center from the dock if it does not appear on the screen and
select ‘Quit’ from the menu. The installer will then finish the installation process.

The next time you start your host software, the updated Predator and PredatorFX will be listed in the VST /
AU / RTAS instrument list..



http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com

Options:

1. Syncrosoft dongle
If you own a Syncrosoft dongle you can transfer the Predator license onto it by using the “License Transfer’
wizard in Syncrosoft's License Control Center software.

2. Registration, updates and additional installation on a second computer

For registration, updates or a second activation code to install for example on a second computer, please
To request the second activation )_/ou will need to add your Predator product inside the section 'Software
registration'. Use the Predator 'activation code' which you can find on the cardboard sleeve containing
the CD-ROM or the 'activation code' inside your Sharelt registration e-mail.


http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com
http://www.robpapen.com

Predator Features

e VST2.4, AU and RTAS plug-in synthesizer for PC and Mac

Oscillators section:
e 3 Oscillators with 128 waves included Analogue, Additive and Spectral type of waveforms plus pink & white noise
generators.

e  Oscillator waveform Symmetry control for each oscillator.

e  Free running option for each oscillator and Oscillator Syncing of oscillator 2 or 3 to oscillator 1.

e Extended semitone range going from -48 semitones up to +48 semitones.

e Separate octave control and fine-tuning.

e Keyboard tracking on/off for each oscillator.

e Each Oscillator offers Pulse Width Modulation (PWM) using an independent LFO for each oscillator with individual
speed and amount controls.

e FM and Ring modulation modes for Oscillator 2 and 3.

e Each oscillator has a PWM square wave Sub-oscillator.

e Spread function for detuned multiple oscillator sound within one Oscillator.

e Volume control for each oscillator and output on/off for Oscillator 1 and 2.

Overall Pitch modulation section:
e Tempo sync-able global Pitch LFO. You can set the amount and also which wave is used for this LFO.
e Pitch bend with separate settings for up and down pitch-bends.

Filter section:

e Main filter is an analogue modelled stereo Multimode Filter, offering 6dB LowPass and HighPass, 12dB, 18dB and
24dB LowPass and HighPass, 12dB and 24dB BandPass, 12dB and 24dB Notch, Comb and Vocal Filter

e  Pre-filtering distortion with smooth or edgy mode option.

e Easy Filter control by pre-defined Cutoff Frequency modulation controllers: Envelope, Velocity, Key-tracking, LFO
and Modulation Wheel.

e Built-in Filter Envelope with Attack, Decay, Sustain, Fade and Release.

e Build in Filter LFO with various waveforms, modulation amount control and tempo sync option with speed settings
between 16/1 and 1/32t.

e LFO Poly, free or mono mode options.

Filter2 section
e Additional Filter with cutoff control offering 6dB, 12dB and 24dB LowPass, HighPass, Split-1 and Split-2 setting.

Amp section:
e  Built-in Amp/Volume Envelope with Attack, Decay, Sustain, Fade and Release.
e Volume control. Velocity> Volume amount.
e Panning control.

Free modulation section:

Free Envelopes
e 2 Envelopes with Attack, Decay Sustain, Fade and Release.
e  Option to control the Envelopes times using "velocity" or "key played".
e  Modulation Amount Envelope 1&2 and amount control for Envelope 1.
e 65 modulation destinations.

Free LFO's
e 2 LFO's with various waveforms.
Tempo sync option with speed settings between 16/1 and 1/32t.
Poly, free or mono mode options.
Modulation Amount LFO 1&2 and amount control for LFO 1.
65 modulation destinations.

Free Modulation Matrix
e 8 free modulation routings.
e 40 modulation sources.
e 65 modulation destinations.
e Secondary modulation source & control.



Play modes section:

Poly/Mono/Mono2/Legato/Arp/Unison2/Unison4/Unsion6 synthesizer play modes.
Portamento featuring constant rate/constant time or held(legato) constant rate/constant time.
Unison detune amount, if Predator is in Unison2, Unison4 or Unsion6 mode.

8 note Chord memory, saved within the preset, including syncalbe strum timing.

Demo C3 button to preview sounds.

Arpgeggiator section:

16 step arpeggiator, which can be used as a step sequencer or as modulation source.

Arpeggiator patterns can be 1-16 steps long.

Speed setting of 1/4, 1/3, 1/2, 2/3, 1, 3/2, 2, 3 and 4x BPM.

Up, down, up/down, down/up, random, ordered, reverse ordered, ordered up/down, ordered down/up, chord and
modulation mode.

1-4 octaves settings.

Overall step length. Swing amount. Slide amount for sliding steps.

Velocity control knob which mixes between keyboard (midi) velocity input and the steps velocity settings.

Each step has on/off, Tie, Slide, Tune, Velocity and Free row.

Tie modes normal and special which allows Slide, Tune, Velocity and Free settings inside a step if that step is set
to Tie. Toggle modes 1 and 2 which toggle between normal and special.

Arpeggiator Latch which can be controlled by the midi sustain pedal.

You can load, save, copy, paste and reset arpeggiator patterns, so you can reuse them in different presets.

Right mouse menu in the arp screen brings up an arp menu which allows you to copy, paste, clear, move, reverse,
randomize and turn off / on controls, for both selected steps or all steps.

Advanced section:

Adjustable Analogness setting to simulate the instability of vintage analogue synthesizers.

Global Tuning.

Attack Shape. This changes the curvature of Predator's envelopes attack stage. From exponential to linear to
logarithmic.

Decay/Release Shape. This Changes the curvature of Predator's envelopes decay and release stages. From
exponential to linear to logarithmic.

Velocity Shape. Changes Predator's velocity curvature. From exponential to linear to logarithmic.
Over-sampling mode: Sets the over-sampling from 1x/2x / 4x / 8x / 16x / 32x

Over-sampling filter on/off: optional post-over-sampling lowpass filter.

e  Strum timing for use with chord mode, with timing in ms or tempo synced

e  Filter stereo spread function in case the Filter 1 is in Split-1 or Split-2 mode.

e Audio input selector >FX or >Filter (PredatorFX only).

e Audio input gain control (PredatorFX only).

e  Synth Amp Hold on/off. Turn off the PredatorFX's Amp envelope and so the sound plays without changing volume.

(PredatorFX only).

e All advance settings are saved within each individual preset.

e External controller hardware (fader-box or synth) settings can be saved and restored.
Overall:

e 16-voice polyphony.

e Parameter read-out field at lower right corner. Help function for most controls.
FX section:

HQ effects blocks in serial mode.

Available effects: Mono Delay, Stereo Delay, Comb, Reverb, Chorus, Chorus/Delay, Flanger, Phaser, Wah/Delay,
Distortion, Low Fi, Amp Simulator with 5 models, Waveshaper, Stereo Widener, Autopan, Gator, Vocoder, FX
multi-filter, 5 Band Equalizer, Compressor, Ensemble, Cabinet Simulator, Multi-distortion and AutoWah

Midi tempo based settings in most effects. Option to use ms settings instead of tempo based settings.

2 FX modulation sources for connecting midi or synth controls to FX parameters.

Preset section:

Uses sound banks composed of 128 presets.

Quick browser with browse history and favourites

Preset handling with copy, paste, clear and compare function.

All settings included the Advance panel settings are stored inside each preset.

Presets are stored in clear categories.

Four 'Preset variation' buttons with amount control of the variation.

Preset morphing with amount control to morph between two presets within the selected bank.
Preset / Bank Manager screen, with powerful find preset capabilities.
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Introduction into Predator

Audio Signal flow
Predator is a subtractive virtual synthesis synthesizer with 16 note polyphony including some extraordinary

new ideas and features. The synthesizer is designed so that it makes use of subtractive synthesis but also a
bit of FM synthesis is possible.

The block diagram below shows the audio signal flow within Predator and Predator FX.

Oscillator 1

Filter F2
Oscillator 2 (Filter 2)

Qutput

Audio input
PredatorFX

GUI design / user interface

The GUI design of Predator can be divided into 9 main sections: Oscillator section, Pitch modulation section,
Filter section, Amp section, Free modulation section, Arpeggiator section, Play modes section, Preset
section and Advance section. Below at the right corner is the parameter readout field.

Oscillator section Filter section
| Amp section
Pitch modulation section Fx section Play rr!odes
section
Arpeggiator section Preset section
and and
Free modulation section Advance
section
Readout field

The Arpeggiator section and Free modulation occupy the same space, to toggle between these two screens
press the to Arp or to Mod buttons. Similar you can select between the Preset section and Advance section,
by clicking on the to Adv or to Preset buttons.

User guide settings

[ Big Bold ] = Header of 'synth-section’ inside Predator.

Bold regular = Header sub-part inside a 'synth-section' of Predator.
Underlined = parameter inside Predator.

setting = setting of a parameter.

'section' = refers to a section of Predator. For instance the Filter section.
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Predator Controls

Predator uses controller knobs and buttons to adjust its parameters. If you move your mouse over a control
the controller name and its value is shown in Predator’s read-out screen, which is located at the bottom right
hand side.

Knobs

Knobs are controlled by left clicking on them and moving the mouse up and down, you can see the value in
the read-out screen. Pressing shift and moving up / down allows you to fine tune the control and pressing ctrl
+ mouse button sets the control to its default value.

Buttons come in two kinds:

On / Off buttons
On / Off buttons: when you left click these they toggle between being on and off. An example of this is the
Oscillator tracking button.

Menu buttons
When you left click on these a pop-up menu appears, this allows you to select the value for this control.

Right clicking

Right clicking (or control-click on Mac) on a control will bring up the midi / help menu.

Here is shown the control name, the current value and which midi control this control is latched to.
Also you can do the following.

- Help (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Bring up a help screen for that control.

- Set to default (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Set the control to its default value.

- Set to Minimum (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Set the control to its minimum value.

- Set to Maximum (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Set the control to its maximum value.

- Set to Mid (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Set the control to its medium value.

- Set to Random (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Set the control to a random value.

- Increase (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Increases the control value by 1%

- Decrease (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Decreases the control value by 1%

- Set Value (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Brings up an entry box so you can directly set the value of a control.

- Latch to midi (right clicking or control-click on Mac)

Latches that control to the next midi control received.

For instance to latch Osc 1 volume to midi expression, right click on Osc 1 volume knob, click on Latch to
Mid and then move the midi expression control, this should move the Osc 1 volume knob as well.

These addressed midi controller settings are overall and will work for all presets and active Predators in your
host.

12



- Unlatch midi (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Unlatches that Predator control from any midi controls.

- Set Midi CC (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Allows you to set directly which midi cc will be latched to the control.

- Clear midi (right clicking or control-click on Mac)
Clears all of the midi latching.

Note: in the preset section you can save or load your whole midi (latch) controller setup to Hard Disk. This
file button is called ECS.

Computer Keyboard Controls

You can alter the current preset and banks using the computers keyboard.
The functions can be turned off at the back panel of Predator.

To access the back panel, click at the Predator logo. This setting is global.

- Up arrow button
Previous preset

- Down arrow button
Next preset

- Left Arrow button
Increase preset number by 32. This is useful in the manager screen.

- Right Arrow button
Decrease preset number by 32. This is useful in the manager screen.

- Page Down
Next Predator bank

- Page Up
Previous Predator bank

- Mouse Scroll Wheel Controls
Scrolling the mouse wheel up and down scrolls through the presets

13



[ Preset |

In this section you control the presets, banks, the preset variations and the preset morphing options of
Predator.

Preset

Here you can select the preset, either by clicking on the ‘preset screen’ itself which pops up a menu where
you can select the preset. You can also use the < and > to scroll through the presets of the selected bank as
well. Next to that the preset screen has load / save / rename / copy / paste & clear presets. You can also
generate morph & variant presets here

Note: if you change a preset inside a bank, you need to save that preset within the whole bank to keep the
changed preset. To keep the original preset banks, always save the bank with a new name.

Bank

This is where you can select the bank, either by clicking on the bank screen and selecting from the menu or
by using the < and > to scroll through the different types of banks. All Predator banks are saved inside
Predator/Banks folder on your computer. PredatorFX saves its banks inside the Predator/FXBanks folder.

It is recommended that you save your own Predator or PredatorFX banks inside their own folder/file.

In the factory banks of Predator the last preset 110 up to 128 are left empty as morphing preset spots (read
preset morphing section below).

To save a bank or to load a bank you need to use the file function inside this section.

Note: if you change a preset inside a bank, you need to save that preset within the whole bank to keep the
changed preset. To keep the original preset banks, always save the bank with a new name.

Manager
Brings up the preset / bank manager, see Preset / Bank Manager section for more details

Edit / Orig
Once you have edited a preset, the ‘Edit/Orig’ button will light up.

If you then the click on the Orig button it will return the preset to its original settings, if you then click on the
Edit button, it will return it to its edited version.

This allows you to toggle between the original preset and the edited one, to hear the differences to any
changes that you have made.

Note: if you change a preset inside a bank, you need to save that preset within the whole bank to keep the
changed preset.

To keep the original preset banks, always save the bank with a new name.
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Variation A-D, Amount

This is a unique feature that only Predator offers. It is an ‘intelligent’ tool to produce useful preset variations.
Unlike many other "random" systems this produces 99% useful preset variations.

You have 4 options, the button A, B, C & D.

Each option only changes certain preset controls.

A- C changes the synthesizer parameters.

D changes only the FX section properties.

Amount

The amount of variation is set by the variation amount control knob, a small value produces small changes,
and big values produce big changes.

If you use this function you can always go back to the original preset by pressing orig or return back again by
pressing edit.

File

load bank loads a bank from the computer HD. Default directory is the Predator/Banks (synth) and
Predator/FXbanks (PredatorFX).

save bank saves a bank to the computer HD. Default directory is the Predator/Banks (synth) and
Predator/FXbanks (PredatorFX).

load preset loads a preset inside the selected bank.

save preset saves a preset to the computer HD.

copy preset copies a preset, which allows you to move it to another spot in the bank or to another bank.
Note: bank needs to be saved again.

paste preset  paste a copied preset to another spot in the bank or to another bank.

rename preset sets the name of the selected preset.
Note: bank or preset needs to be saved again.

default preset sets the preset to a default preset.

preset manager brings up the preset / bank manager screen

ECS

This allows you to load / save an external midi controller setup. Once set it is shared by all of the presets.
You can latch one of Predator’s controls to a midi controller by using the right button (or control-click on Mac)
menu and selecting latch midi. You can also unlatch midi controls the same way or clear all of the midi
controls. For example try latching the filter cutoff control or one of the envelope knobs.

load esc this opens the folder that holds ECS setups. Installer of Predator installed a folder called
ECS and it loads .ECS files.
save esc this gives the user the option to save the midi setup you made and use them in other songs,

it is saved as an .ECS file.
reset all midi  this clears all the midi settings for the Predator synth. Handy if you want to start from
scratch.

Preset morphing

This feature allows you to morph two presets from the selected bank/banks into a new preset.

Browse through the bank to find two presets that you would like to morph into each other.

If you find a preset you'd like to morph, select "Store as Morph A" or "Store as Morph B" using the preset
menu and this will store the current chosen preset as one of the morphing sources.

Then pick an empty spot in the preset bank, for instance the factory preset banks all have empty spots from
preset 110 - 128.

Then, click on the A or B field and select "Stored Morph A or B" in the preset selection box (in the Morphing
section). This then sets morph source A or B to the previously stored preset.

Open the amount knob to set the morphing, between the A and B preset and then hit GEN to generate a
morphing preset. You can do this as often as you like until you find a nice morphing setting. You must save
the newly generated preset either with the bank or as a separate preset, if you wish to use it again.

Note: in preset box A and B you can also select a preset from the regular preset list.

Quick Browser

Use the right mouse button (or control-click on Mac) inside the Preset display menu to open the
"QuickBrowser".
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This "Quick Browser" shows all the available banks and its presets. If you then click on a preset, that bank
and preset will be loaded in.

Recently Browsed This shows a list of all the recently used presets. Clicking on an entry loads in that
preset again. Clicking on "Clear Recent" removes all entries.

Favorites This shows a list of presets selected as being Favorites presets.
Clicking on an entry loads in that preset. You can select a preset to be a Favorite by
clicking on "Add Current to Favourites".
"Remove Current from Favorites" removes the current preset from the Favorite list,
and "Clear Favorites" removes all entries.
The Favorite list is stored on the computer's hard-disc, so the list will be
remembered the next time you use the plug-in.
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[Preset / Bank Manager |

The manager screen allows you to see all the presets & banks at one time. Also it allows you to alter presets
and banks, and search for presets within all the banks.

You enter the Manager screen by clicking on the Manager button in the Preset section or clicking on the
Preset Manager entry in the file menu. To return to the main screen, click on the close button.

In the Manager screen, the left hand screen shows the presets in the current bank, and the right hand screen
the installed banks. At the bottom are the preset / bank controls.

In the Preset screen, the current preset is shown in red, and clicking on a preset loads it in.

Clicking and moving a preset allows you to move the preset from it's current position to a new position.

Shift + clicking allows you to select a range of presets and Ctrl + clicking allows you to select unconnected
presets. These multi-presets can be saved to disk via the save button / menu entry.

Alt + clicking & moving allows you to swap presets. Right clicking brings up the preset command menu.

In the Bank Screen, the current bank is shown in red, clicking on a bank loads it in and right clicking bring up
the bank command menu. Moving the scroll bar at the right moves the displayed banks.

Preset Commands

Load Loads in a saved preset / presets

Save Saves the current preset/presets as a fxp file.

Copy Copies current preset

Paste Pastes last copied preset

Swap Swaps the current preset with another one

Move Moves the current preset to another position

Insert Inserts a blank preset at the current position, moving the rest of the presets forward one.
Original Returns the current preset to it's original settings

Edited Returns the current preset to it's last edited settings

Default Sets the current preset to the default settings

Delete Deletes the current preset, move the rest of presets back one
Rename Renames the current preset

Find Read find section below

Help Brings up the Manager help screen

Undo Undo last preset command

Preview Previews the current preset
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Bank Commands

Load Loads in a bank, if the current bank has been changed from its original state, then a back up
of it as a ~fx file is created.

Save Save current bank

Copy Makes a copy of current bank

New Creates a new bank

Delete Deletes the current bank (actually renames it as a ~fxb file so it's not shown)

Rename Renames current bank

About Find

Clicking on the find button brings up the file dialog. This searches all the banks for presets which includes the
searched for string. In the Preset screen, all found presets are shown in white (the others are shown in gray).
In the Bank screen, all the found preset in all the banks are shown, these are shown as firstly bank name
then list of presets within that bank. Clicking on a bank loads in that bank, clicking on a preset within a bank
loads in that preset.
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[ Predator Oscillator ]

Predator’s sound begins with the oscillator section.
Predator can use up to 3 oscillators to generate its basic sound.
Of course you don't need to use them all...it all depends on the type of sound you want to produce.

We have added FM & ring modulation options to Oscillator 2 and 3, to further shape the sound.
This adds an extra dimension to Predator’s soundscape.

Oscillator on/off
Next to the Oscillator label you can find a button to switch the oscillator on or off.

Waveform
Here you can select the basic shape or harmonic content of the oscillator, this is known as its waveform.

Predator has a total of 128 waveforms, ranging from classic analog style waveforms including saw & square
to additive and spectral waveforms.
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Symmetry (Sym.)

This controls the symmetry of the selected waveform. The effect it has differs from waveform to waveform,
but basically it moves the midpoint of the waveform.

It is most commonly used with the Square waveform. Here the symmetry control alters the “pulse width” of
the waveform, from very narrow pulse waveforms to normal square waves.

Square wave or Pulse with 50% symmetry Square wave or Pulse with 25% symmetry
— o ———— — qop, ————
Saw wave with 50% symmetry Saw wave with 25% symmetry
£ 100% ¥ ¢ 100%: 3

Free on/off

When this is turned on, it returns an oscillator to the initial position when you press a new key, when its off,
the oscillator continues from its last position, it is "free-running".

This is useful in spread sounds because it removes the initial ‘attack’ part of the sound.

Sync on/off (Osc.2 and Osc.3)

Only available for Oscillator 2 and Oscillator 3. If you switch it on, the oscillator synchronizes to Oscillator 1.
This means that when oscillator 1 finishes the wave cycle, it resets the synced oscillator to the initial position.
This means that the oscillator does not have a life for its own anymore and is bound to Oscillator 1. You can
hear it very well if you detune, for instance, Oscillator2 and then turn Sync on.

The detuning disappears, and it now has the same pitch as Oscillator 1. However, Oscillator 2 will sound
different because it is being reset by Oscillator 1, this will cause the sound to have different harmonic
content. Listen to preset "Predator SyncLead" of the first bank for an example.

Semi
This controls the root pitch setting of the oscillator, with semitones you can alter the tuning from -48
semitones down (-4 octaves) to 48 semitones up (+4 octaves) from the base note.

Fine
Next to the semi knob fine sets the fine-tuning of the oscillator with a range of -100cent up to +100cent.

Track

The track button is located at the very top of the semi button. With track set to on the oscillator follows the
keyboard in pitch. When it is off the pitch of the oscillator stays the same independent of what key is played.
In the case of FM or Ring modulation, or for FX sounds it can be handy if you can turn this setting off.

Octave up/down
Next to the track control you can find an up and down arrow. Pressing up increases the oscillator tuning by
an octave, pressing down decreases the oscillator tuning down by an octave.
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Sub

This knob controls the volume of the oscillator's sub-oscillator. The sub-oscillator is a square wave which is
one octave lower than the normal oscillator pitch.

The sub-oscillator pitch is always connected to the oscillator pitch, so if you detune the oscillator, the sub-
oscillator detunes along with it.

Spread
This is a special Predator function. If you open this control knob, a multiple oscillator sound is generated

using one oscillator.
The spread knob controls the level of detuning for these multiplied oscillators.
If you keep spread to O level, a normal oscillator is generated.

PWM

PWM stands for Pulse Width Modulation. This controls the maximum PWM modulation amount of the LFO
(see speed parameter).

PWM alters the symmetry setting (the middle point) of the oscillator over time.

You can use PWM on any waveform, but it is most commonly used with the square wave where it alters the
pulse width of the waveform.

Speed:
The amount of PWM (Pulse Width Modulation) is altered over time by a sine-wave LFO.

With speed you control the speed of this LFO.
Of course you need to open the PWM amount to hear the result of any speed changes.

Volume

With volume you control the volume of the oscillator before it goes into the 'Filter section'.

NB if you set the filter pre-filter distortion to edgy, the volume of the oscillator influences the distortion of the
filter, and so you can add distortion with lower oscillator volume settings.

Output
This controls whether an oscillator is output to the 'filter section'.

With FM and Ring modulation you do not want the modulating oscillator output to be fed into the filter.
So with Osc.1 and Osc.2 you have the option to shut off the output to the filter, when you are using them as
a modulation oscillator.

EM Mode

This controls the FM or ring modulation options for Osc 2 and Osc 3. When you use either in FM or ring
modulation, you’ll need to keep the modulation oscillator on but not heard, so you can turn off the output of
the oscillator to the filter using the output button.

With FM modulation the oscillator modulates the pitch of the target oscillator, so you get overtones to the
original sound. With Ring modulation, both oscillators are multiplied together and you get sound that uses a
combination of both sources.

FM Amount
This controls how much the oscillator is frequency or ring modulated.
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[ Pitch Modulation ]
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This section shows how you can alter the overall pitch of the sound, either using an LFO to change the pitch
over time (vibrato) or how much the pitch bend controller alters the pitch.

Pitch Modulation LFO

Amount
The amount of LFO modulation applied. At the full amount, the pitch goes up / down by one semitone (sine,
triangle and S&H waves) & up only by one semitone for the square and saw waves.

Amount control

Here you can select the controller (for instance Modulation Wheel) that controls the amount of Pitch LFO
modulation. Listen to "Predator SyncLead" in the first bank.

The control amount can be set to positive as well as negative.

Speed
This controls how fast or slow the L.F.O is running.

Sync
If you turn sync on, the speed of the LFO will be tempo based.

To find the correct setting you need to adjust the speed parameter.

Waveform

Sine, Triangle, Saw Up, Saw Down, Square and S&H. Sinus and Triangle are most often used for pitch
because they produce a modulation that goes up and down smoothly. The other waveforms are more
suitable for FX sounds or special sounds.

Pitch bend
Down

This sets the pitch change when you move the pitch-bend wheel Down. It ranges from Off, down to - 48
semitones (-4 octaves).

Up

This sets the pitch change when you move the pitch-bend wheel Up. It ranges from Off, up to + 48 semitones
(+ 4 octaves).
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[ Filter ]
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